














Donnite Secure, Cives!
In its victorious career the school overcame its two most

serious opponents with surprising efficiency and dispatch.
They were the church and the barbarians. Christianity of­
fered the world the one good chance it ever had of breaking
the vicious cycle of corruption and fraud centering in the
schools. But the schools had a monopoly on the Things of
This World as well as the Honors of Men" and the voices
from another world that might have brought men to their
senses were soon silenced. As early as the second century"
in the approving words of Dr. R. Milburn" "uplifted
eyes ... turned back to earth to find their assurance in
hard facts." St. Augustine's immortal De Doctrina Christiana
is but a rhetorician's invitation to the church to attain men­
tal maturity by signing up permanently with the university.
At the Council of Nicaea when the Christian doctors were
displaying themselves as typical vain and wrangling pro­
fessors" a poor layman" one of the 11confessors/' arose in
the audience and rebuked and abashed them: Which was
it to be, the Kingdom of Heaven or the University? When
the church went to school and became respectable" and
when a bishop had to hold a university degree in rhetoric"
then the Christian populace, cheated of their promise of
another and a better world" everywhere burst out in ap­
palling demonstrations of helpless rage. The wild monks
who attacked the University of Alexandria were acting like
hysterical children" but what course was open to them
against the entrenched power of the schools? In the end
the police power of the state" at the insistent demand of
the great orating bishops" mowed the protestors down in
hundreds of thousands. They made a desert and they
called it a peace" and so" as Raby puts it, "the old life of
the schools continued" and men could think of nothing
better to aim at than what they had been doing unima­
ginatively for centuries."
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Although the barbarians, Franks" Goths, Visigoths,
Vandals, Saxons, Arabs, and others may have destroyed,
they were completely captivated by the schools. Their
kings and princes, stunned with admiration of what they
took to be a flowering civilization, diligently set themselves
to composing letters and verse ip the learned, tasteless,
and trivial manner of the schools, and went all-out in large­
scale crash programs of civilizing their followers through
the offices of the old established educational system. "The
grammatical art is not used by barbarous kings," wrote the
unbelievably insipid secretary of the barbarian Theodosius
to his master" who took it all in. "It abides uniquely with
legitimate sovereigns." And so the warlords of the steppes
submitted to the authority of the schoolmen as willingly
as the Christian doctors had. .

The school year at the University of Athens was opened
with prayers, offerings, and a formal oration welcoming
the students to the "sanctuary." Every school with its sa­
cred groves, temple, and library was in theory a shrine of
the Muses, a place of inspiration and retreat from the
world. Not the least important factor in maintaining the
marvelous stability of the institutions was the carefully
cultivated atmosphere, the image 'of deep and dedicated
study, the look of learning. The aura of sanctity which the
Sophists cast about themselves and their schools, with their
robes, their titles, and their ceremonies, was the crowning
tou.ch of their art" the ultimate answer to the critics and
the doubters. However prone to riot in the streets and
stews" the shows, baths, and games, the students of the
ancient university always seemed to behave themselves
pretty well on the campus. The formula for preserving
order emerges with striking clarity from an ample mass of
documents covering a long period of time. Whoever would
avoid serious student protest or dangerous demands has
simply to follow the rules of the Sophist schools:



1. Free the student from the necessity of any prolonged
or strenuous mental effort.

2. Give him a reasonable assurance that the school is
helping him toward a career.

3. Confine moral discipline to the amenities, paying
special attention to dress and grooming. The student will
have his own sex-life anyway.

4. Keep him busy with fun and games-extracurricular
activity is the thing.

5. Allay any subconscious feelings of guilt due to idle­
ness and underachievement by emphasis on the greatness
of the institution, which should be frequently dramatized
by assemblies and ceremoniesj an atmosphere of high pur­
pose and exalted dedication is the best insurance against
moments of honest misgiving.

Here, then, was the secret of order and stability in the
ancient schools.
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New Light on Scaliger

No better introduction could be desired to the life and
works of the marvelous Joseph Justus Scaliger than Mr.
Warren Blake's fine study} nor is any theme more timely
than the story of the man who demonstrated as none other
how great are the staying powers of scholarship in a world
fallen upon evil times. To all existing Scaligerana, however,
there remain yet a few notes to be added, from hitherto
neglected sources; to correct some common misconcep­
tions.

The Name
It is well in holding up the image of Scaliger as a guide

and inspiration to the studiosa iuventus (zealous youth) to
establish the proper pronunciation. of his celebrated name.
There is an endearing quality to "Scaliger" with a· hard g;
something catchy - almost rakish - that is missingfrom the
universally recommended "Scalijer." The novice guilty of
"Scaligger" is sure to be corrected if not rebuked by the
polite insistence of his betters on the French or Italian form

. of the name-as colorless to our ear1? as the other is lively.
It is with considerable satisfaction that we are able to pro­
pose to those who pedantically insist on the soft g a no
less pedantic and quite crushing argument for the other.

. Mr. Robinson's useful collection of materials on Sca-

This article, written in response to Warren E. Blake's "Joseph Justus Sca­
liger," Classical Journal 36 (1940): 83-91, was published in Classical Journal
37 (1942): 291-95.
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