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4Almost invftiably Western leaders claim they are acting on behalfof"the world com­
munity." One minor lapse occurred during the run-up to the Gulf\iVar. In an interview
on "Good Morning America," Dec. 21, 1990, British PIime l\1inisterJolm Major referred
to the actions "the \iVcst" was taking against Saddarn Hussein. He quickly corrected him­
selfand subsequently referred to lithe ''''orid community." He ,vas, ho,vever, right when
he eered.
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The Clash oJCivilizations?

local conflicts most likely to escalate into major wars will be those, as
in Bosnia and the Caucasus, along the fault lines bet\;yeen civiliza­

_ fians. The next world war, if there is one, will be a war beh'leen civ­
\ilizations.

THE WEST VERSUS THE REST

'TilE WEST IS NOW at an extraordinary peak of power in relation
to other civilizations. Its superpower opponent has disappeared from
the map. Military conflict among Western states is unthinkable, and
Western military power is unrivaled. Apart from Japan, the VVest
Jaces no economic challenge. It dominates international political and
seciirity institutions and with Japan international economic institu­
tions. Global political and security issues are effectively settled by a
directorate of the United States, Britain and France, world econom­
ic issues by a directorate of the United States, Germany and Japan,
all ofwhich maintain extraordinarily close relations with each other
to the exclusion of lesser and largely non-\l'ifestern countries.

:" Decisions made at the U.N. Security Council or in the International
Monetary Fund that reflect the interests ofthe West are presented to
the world as reflecting the desires of the world community The very

. phrase "the world community" has become the euphemistic collec-
o tive noun (replacing "the Free World") to give global legitimacy to

actions reflecting the interests ofthe United States and otherWestern
powers.4 Through the IMF and other international economic institu­
tions, the West promotes its economic interests and imposes on other
.nations the economic policies it thinks appropriate. In any poll of
.non-Western peoples, the IMF undoubtedly would win the support
of finance ministers and a few others, but get an overwhelmingly

::i;unfavorable rating from just about everyone eise, who would agree
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end of 1992, Saudi Arabia had reportedly supplied substantial fund­
ing for weapons and supplies for the Bosnians, which significantly.
increased their military capabilities vis-a7vis the Serbs.

In the 1930S the Spanish Civil War provoked intervention froni
countries that politicallywere fascist, communist and democratic. In':
the 1990S the Yugoslav conflict is provoking intervention from coun­
tries that are lVluslim, Orthodox and Western Christian. The paral­
lel has not gone unnoticed. "The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina has
become the emotional equivalent of the fight against fascism in the
Spanish Civil War," one Saudi editor observed. "Those who died
there are regarded as martyrs who tried to save their fellow Muslims." .\

Conflicts and violence will also occur between states and groups.
within the same civilization. Such conflicts, however, are likely to be .
less intense and less likely to expand than conflicts between civiliza­
tions. Common membership in a civilization reduces the probability
ofviolence in situations where it might otherwise occur. In 1991 and
1992 many people were alarmed by the possibility ofviolent conflict'
between Russia and Ukraine over territory, particularly Crimea, the
Black Sea fleet, nuclear weapons and economic issues. If civilization
is what counts, however, the likelihood of violence between
Ukrainians and Russians should be low. They are two Slavic, pri-:
marily Orthodox peoples who have had close relationships with each '.
other for centuries. As of early 1993, despite all the reasons for
conflict, the leaders ofthe two countries were effectively negotiating
and defusing the issues between the two countries. While there has
been serious fighting between Muslims and Christians elsewhere in .
the former Soviet Union and much tension and some fighting
bet\;yeen Western and Orthodox Christians in the Baltic states, there
has been virtually no violence betvveen Russians and Ukrainians.

Civilization rallying to date has been limited, but it has been grow­
ing, and it clearly has the potential to spread much further. As the
conflicts in the Persian Gulf, the Caucasus and Bosnia continued, the
positions of nations and the cleavages between them increasingly
were along civilizationallines. Populist politicians, religious leaders
and the media have found it a potent means ofarousing mass support

. and of pressuring hesitant governments. In the coming years, the
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:very phrase "world
l111Ul1ity" has
)me a euphemism to
,legitimacy to the
Jl1S ofthe \Vest.
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SHarI}' C. Triandis, The New York Times, Dec. 25, 1990, p. 4-1, and "Cross-Cultural
Studies ofIndividualism and Collectivism," Nebraska Symposium on Motivation, vol.
37,1989, pp. 4.r-I3]·
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The Clash ofCivilizatio1Zs?

against "human rights imperialism" and a reaffirmation ofindigenous
values, as can be seen in the support for religious fundamentalism by
the younger generation in non-Western cultures. The very notion
that there could be a "universal civilization" is a Western idea, direct­
ly at odds with the particularism of most Asian societies and their
emphasis on what distinguishes one people from another. Indeed, the
author of a review of IOO comparative studies of values in different
societies concluded that "the values that are most important in the
West are least important worldwide."5 In the political realm, of
course, these differences are most manifest in the efforts of the
United States and other Western powers to induce other peoples to
adopt V\Testern ideas concerning democracy and human rights.
Modern democratic government originated in the \Alest. 'VVhen it has
developed in non-Western societies it has usually been the product of

, Western colonialism or imposition.
The central axis of world politics in the future is likely to be, in

Kishore Mahbubani's phrase, the conflict between "the V\Test and the
Rest" and the responses of non-Vlestern civilizations to \i\Testern
power and values.6 Those responses generally take one or a combina­
tion of three forms. At one extreme, non-\lilestern states can, like
Burma and North Korea, attempt to pursue a course of isolation, to
insulate their societies from penetration or "corruption" by the 'Nest,
and, in effect, to opt out of participation in the 'Nestern-dominated
global community. The costs of this course, however, are high, and
few states have pursued it exclusively. A second alternative, the equiv­
alent of "band-wagoning" in international relations theory, is to
attempt to join the West and accept its values and institutions. The
third alternative is to attempt to "balance" the \i\Test by developing
economic and military power and cooperating with other non­
Western societies against the V\Test, while presening indigenous val­
ues and institutions; in short, to modernize but not to \i\Testernize.
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with Georgy Arbatov's characterization of IMF officials as "neo­
Bolsheviks who love expropriating other people's money, imposing
undemocratic and alien rules of economic and political conduct and
stifling economic freedom."

\i\Testern domination of the U.N. Security Council and its deci­
sions, tempered only by occasional abstention by China, produced
U.N. legitimation of the West's use of force to drive Iraq out of .
Kuwait and its elimination ofIraq's sophisticatedweapons and capac­

ity to produce such weapons. It also produced
the quite unprecedented action by the United
States, Britain and France in getting the
Security Council to demand that Libya hand
over the Pan Am IO] bombing suspects and,
then to impose sanctions when Libya refused.
After defeating the largest Arab army; the
West did not hesitate to throw its :weight
around in the Arab world. The West in effect

is using international institutions, military power and economic
resources to run the world in ways that will maintain Western pre­
dominance, protect Western interests and promote Western political
and economic values.

That at least is the way in which non-Westerners see the new
world, and there is a significant element of truth in their view.
Differences in power and struggles for military; economic and insti­
tutional power are thus one source of conflict between the West and
other civilizations. Differences in culture, that is basic values and
beliefs, are a second source of conflict. V. S. Naipaul has argued that
Western civilization is the "universal civilization" that "fits all men."
At a superficial level much ofWestern culture has indeed permeated'
the rest of the world. At a more basic level, however, Western con-'
cepts differ fundamentally from those prevalent in other civilizations. .
\i\Testern ideas ofindlvidualism, liberalism, constitutionalism, human ,'.
rights, equalil:)~ liberty, the rille oflaw, democracy, free markets, the-:
separation ofchurch and state, often have little resonance in Islamic,
Confucian, Japanese, Hindu, Buddhist or Orthodox cultures.:;
Western efforts to propagate such ideas produce instead a reaction'','
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